
  
 

A NEW SEASON TOGETHER 
REV. DR. JOHN A. HINKLE, JR., SENIOR PASTOR 
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                             On Easter Sunday, April 4, the Apostolic Church will celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior, Christ Jesus. Now, I will be honest with you, 1 year ago I thought this COVID thing would be all over.  
As a matter of fact, Easter 2020 I still had in my head that, at the very least, life would be back to normal no later 
than late summer. I was wrong. I am okay being wrong. What I knew about pandemics before this pandemic 
could take up about five minutes of your life. Yet, while I was wrong about my understanding of how COVID 
would play out, what I was not wrong about on that Easter Sunday is that the tomb is still empty.  
    So here we are one year later. Unlike last year, the good news is that we will be together for worship on Easter 
Sunday. Indeed, we will still need to observe safe practices; nevertheless, I am grateful for any opportunity to be 
together. Like Easters past, the ministers, Jocelyn and Valerie, with the support of the Worship Ministry Team, 
have been preparing for this moment. Of course, the message will still be the same: the tomb is empty. 
    The tomb is empty. To say it is one thing. To live it out is another. So, I ask - what does it mean to live that 
resurrected life? This question is even more important when you consider that we will move into Stewardship 
Season following Easter Sunday. One thing has been made very clear coming out of this pandemic that I knew 
before the pandemic - this is an amazing congregation, and through your commitment to be God’s stewards, we 
find ourselves on strong financial footing. Still, our greatest challenge is still ahead of us - for now it is time to 
move forward as we face the coming of a new season, and it is a challenge we can only meet if we move forward 
together. 
 
 

Follow Rev. Dr. Hinkle on Twitter @daltonboy1986 or email him at jhinkle@mborofpc.org 
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 THE 
PROCLAMATION 
 

2 SERVICES: 8:30 & 11:00 

8:30 am        11:00am 

Starting Palm Sunday, First Presbyterian Church 
resumed offering two identical worship services: 
8:30am and 11am. The New Beginnings Task 
Force will continue to monitor the ever-
changing landscape with the hopes to open the 
church even more. Reservations are required. 
Nursery is offered for ages 6weeks – 5 years old 
– reservations are required for nursery.  
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April 4 
Easter Sunday 

“Trembling and Bewildered  
But All Is Good” 

Psalm 121 
Mark 16:1-8 

 

April 11 
“God’s Good Steward” 

Psalm 133 
Luke 16:1-13 

 

April 18 
“Generous Generosity” 

Psalm 4 
II Corinthians 9:6-15 

 

April 25 
“Peaceful Prosperity” 

Psalm 23 
Ecclesiastes 6 

strong. We have come together as a body who has who has been apart 
in many ways unable to worship together as we have done 
traditionally. Thanks to the leadership of our church and modern 
technology, we’re able to worship virtually even though we have been 
separated physically and you have been able to give generously.  
    God is calling us to be good stewards which is the theme of this 
year’s stewardship campaign. Let’s use the gifts He has given to us for 
His glory. 
 

1 Peter 4:10-11    “God has given each of you a gift from his great 
variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one 
another. Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God 
himself were speaking through you. Do you have the gift of helping 
others? Do it with all the strength and energy that God supplies. Then 
everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. All 
glory and power to him forever and ever! Amen!” 
 

Daniela and I look forward to believing and planning with you as we 
begin our Stewardship Season together on Sunday, April 11th.  
 

God bless, 
Handani and Daniela Kam 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP SEASON 2021/2022:  
GOD’S GOOD STEWARD 

 
    2020 was an 
unprecedented year. All of 
us have been affected by the 
pandemic in some way. 
Some experienced loss of 
love ones, financial 
hardship, and many other 
challenges that have come 
through living during this 
pandemic. Despite the 
obstacles we have faced 
personally and as a body of 
believers at First 
Presbyterian Church, our 
faith and belief are  
 

NEW WONDERFUL 

WEDNESDAY ADULT 

CLASS STARTS APRIL 7 
 Starting April 7th we will be kicking 
off a new edition of our Wonderful 
Wednesday adult class. Rev. Dr. 
Hinkle will be teaching the history 
and understanding of The Crystal 
Cathedral and its impact in the U.S. 
The class will be based on the book, 
The Glass Church by Drs. Mark 
Mulder and Gerardo Martí. Class 
will take place on Zoom at 6pm – 
Zoom invitations will be sent via 
weekly Tidbits. 
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FPC NEWS 

The Worship Ministry Team played a pivotal role in keeping our congregation connected with worship being 
continued using daily devotions, YouTube broadcasts in the early stages of COVID-19 then carefully and 
safely transitioning to in-person worship in June while employing critical social distancing and disinfecting 
strategies. We have now advanced to live streaming our services as they happen, whether there is a congregation 
present or not. This technology gives us vast current and future potential for participation in our 
Sunday Worship services for anyone with internet access.  

The Christian Education Ministry Team, under the leadership of Meredith Peck, served our preschool and 
elementary aged children by keeping them connected with Zoom calls, YouTube videos, and the FPC Kids 
Facebook page. The Faith Milestones for grades K-12 continued to be an important part of our children’s faith 
journey. Adult members also took an active role in developing intergenerational relationships. Close to 100% 
participation was achieved by our youth in these milestones. Our nursery, previously closed due to 
Covid, will re-open on Palm Sunday (reservations will be required).  

The Property Ministry Team and custodial staff have worked tirelessly cleaning and disinfecting each 
room and area to assure our building is Covid safe. They played a pivotable role in the safe reopening of our 
church in June. We continued to address the most critical needs of our facilities having replaced 2-HVAC units 
for 2nd floor Christian Ed classrooms and both gas water heaters. 

The VAST- Youth Ministry Team continued critical relationships with our youth using several new 
methods of communication including Zoom, TikTok, texts, email and others. Life groups proved to be the most 
successful and popular connection method at both the middle school and high school levels. Several church 
families opened their yards for socially distanced gatherings. Important and meaningful video messaging 
discussions and debates occurred this year through these life group channels.  

The Fellowship Ministry Team started a monthly drive by and pick-up Dinner program January with great 
participation thus far.  This delicious meal was prepared by our Wonderful Wednesday Chef in the church’s 
kitchen. The “Good Walks” program began in October with all members being invited to an hour long walk, 
Saturday mornings at the Stones River Battlefield. This new program continues to grow, especially on those days 
with nice weather.  

The Mission/Outreach Team fulfilled our commitment to the 17 missional partners we planned to 
support. Those partners include Nourish Food Bank, Greenhouse Ministries, Doors of Hope, Still Waters, and 
the Murfreesboro Rescue Mission. In May we began a series of monthly “First Friday Food Drives” to support 
local charities with exceptional participation by our church members. We also provided grocery store 
gift cards to church members and the community who may have been in need because of economic shutdowns. 
We assembled an Online Christmas Mission Catalog that enabled members to buy gifts from several worthwhile 
charities producing products.  We supported Sarah Bagby and Joanna Riggs who went on a medical mission trip to 
Guatemala in March and participated in the response to the devastating Nashville tornados. 

The Care Ministry Team provided support to our congregation during times of change in their lives 
including praying for members and visiting our shut-ins. Communication took place through phone calls, emails, 
texts, notes, and cards as a Covid-safe way of keeping in touch. 70 meals, 31 flower arrangements, 17 hand 
knitted prayer shawls and 26 Christmas Cookie baskets or Poinsettias were taken to select members. Cont... 

2020/2021 FPC HIGHLIGHTS FROM  
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY TEAM 
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SESSION NOTES   BY GLEN EMERY, CLERK OF SESSION 

• We met in the sanctuary observing social 
distancing.  Dave Davis led us in our devotion. We all 
hope for our team to win, but through our hope in 
Christ our victory is assured.  
• Based on the declining infection rate of the 
coronavirus, we will begin 2 services on Palm Sunday, 
the adult Sunday School will restart on April 14, and 
one can make an appointment to meet with the 
pastors at the office.   
• New members are being matched with current 
members to assist them into transitioning into our 
church family. 
• The First Friday Food Drive continues to be a 
success with the items going to Greenhouse Ministries 
and Nourish Food Bank.  
• Still Waters Ministries is planning new construction 
for two more families.  More news about the progress 
will be shared in the near future.  
• Services at the Makasan Presbyterian Church in Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota have resumed under a new 
pastor after the passing of the previous pastor.  
• We are planning a picnic outside on May 12.  More 
details will follow. 
• Our support for the UKIRK (MTSU student 
fellowship group) continues with food goody bags 
being distributed during study week for finals. 
 
  
 
 

• We are discussing the upgrading of the rest rooms and 
the remodeling of the Spring Street entryway. 
• Children's activity bags will be available again at the 
sanctuary entrances. 
• On Sunday April 18, after the 11am service, there will 
be a Faith Milestone presentation involving the 
sacraments.  All children 1st to 6th grade are encouraged 
to attend, even if only for a refresher.  
• Plans are underway to determine the best way for 
Vacation Bible School to be conducted.  
• Twelve families (34 persons) are currently signed up 
for our Church Family Retreat on April 23-25 at 
NaCoMe.  
• The Stewardship Ministry wishes to extend to 
everyone a word of thanks for their economic support of 
our programs and missions.  
• As a note… Reverend Harding will be on Sabbatical 
from June 1 to August 31.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 

2021-2021 HIGHLIGHTS, CONTINUED 

The Stewardship Team has guided our church in staying current on all accounts payable, thanks to the 
generosity of a very loyal congregation and the effective management of expenses by all ministry teams. We’re 
optimistic we will have sufficient income to cover all expenses for the current (20-21) fiscal year despite a 
challenging financial climate.  

The Evangelism Ministry Team established the New Connections Program which has current members 
establish connections with new church members by inviting them to activities, greeting them at church and helping 
the new members immerse themselves into the life here at First Presbyterian. Six new families joined to date this 
year. 

The Personnel Ministry Team, working closely with our staff, has continuously adapted and come 
together to embrace new ways of working, supporting one another through difficult changes and ultimately 
delivering excellent support to the mission of our church. 
 
 

 

The Mission Team would like to inform the 
congregation of Tresita Wilson’s death, wife of 
Rev. Asa Wilson. Asa and Tresita served the 
Makasan on the Pine Ridge Reservation. Our hearts 
and prayers go out to the family. 
 
 

OUR THOUGHTS AND 
PRAYERS 
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EVERY WEDNESDAY IN APRIL  
 

(contact rev. bobby with questions) 

MONDAY 
APRIL 12 

6PM 

 

We plan to meet on Sunday,  
April 11 via Zoom but contact  
Rev. Bobby at 
 bobby@mborofpc.org for details  
on how to join us! 

Wondering how to be a part of all 
things FPC Youth? Just contact Rev. 
Bobby at bobby@mborofpc.org and 
join us! 

REV. DR. HINKLE TRAVEL  
 
Rev. Dr. Hinkle will be out of town the evening of April 
15 through April 17. He will be in Auburn, AL visiting his 
son. Please contact Rev. Harding, Rev. Merritt or your 
caregiver if you have any pastoral needs during this time. 
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First Presbyterian Church Preschool NEWS! 
 

As we near the end of this school year, we would like to thank all of you for your support and 
flexibility with our program. We have made it through a wacky and wild year practically 
unscathed and that can be attributed to everybody involved with the preschool and the 
church. Thank you! Also… 
 
 
 
 

This month our Character Trait is: 
SERVANT ATTITUDE. 
 

Our Sunday School ZOOM calls 
take place every 
Sunday at 9:30am – NO Zoom 
Sunday School Easter Sunday or 
April 25 (Church Retreat). 
 

Wednesday ZOOM calls at 6:00pm  
 

• Nursery is back OPEN during 
Sunday service! Be sure to make a 
new reservation for nursery each 
Sunday. Reservations IN ADVANCE 
are REQUIRED. 

April Memory Verse 
 

For God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not 
perish but have everlasting 
life.                    John 3:16 

FPC Kids Sun & Wed Zoom Calls! 

PreK-4th:  
Life of Jesus/Easter 

Study guides on 
church website 

rescheduled for Apr 18.  
Contact Meredith if 
interested. 
meredith@mborofpc.org  

WE HAVE SPOTS OPEN FOR NEXT SCHOOL YEAR!!! Tell a friend, tell your neighbor, tell the checkout 
person at the Kroger that First Presbyterian Preschool is ready for your children in 2021/2022! Thank you, 
Karen Winford, Director of Preschool 
 

Faith Milestone: The 
Sacraments has been 
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1 Ryan Wendt 

2 Janice Tyner 
3 Reese Flanagan, Jodie Jones, Kevin Wheeler 
4 Wade Blum 
5 Janet Blackwelder, Kristen Wolohon 
6 Sue Grubbs 
7 Mindy Bullock, William Miller  
8 Logan Baughman, Scott Corlew, Christian Pencek 
10 Mary Katherine Neely, Kaitlyn Speck  
11 Barry Shipp, Jeanne Pace 
12 Alexandra Piper  
13 Jessamyn Hazard 

14 
Rachel Callaway, Julia Cowden, Bob Hoffman,  
Jay Jones, Harrison Tisdal 

18 Sandra Hawkins, Bay McDaniel 
19 Justin Jones 
20 Pat Eisenbeis, Thomas Lane, Bob Peterson 
21 Dan Johnson 
22 Kathy Daniel, Andrew Lane, Mollie Lane 
23 Mary Hayes, Dixie Phillips 
25 Caroline Lampley, Will Magoon, Jack Richmond 

26 
Wyatt Greer, Brett Lanning, Ron Nichols,  
Melanie Watson, Daniel Wendt 

27 Lizzie Bagby, Jane Blakey, Barbara Kidwell 
28 John Riley Farrar, Carter Lampley, Taylor Simpson 
29 Sarah White Bagby, Eric Egli 
30 William Farrar, Rebecca Young 

 

Spencer and Tailor Couch  April 13 
Joel and Amanda Paddon  April 23 
Glenn and Ellen Himebaugh  April 27 
Trey and Sarah Gwinn   April 27 

The Proclamation is a monthly newsletter of 
First Presbyterian Church  

210 N. Spring Street Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
www.mborofpc.org 

Have an announcement for May?  
Submit it to Charlotte at charlotte@mborofpc.org or  

call 893-3882 ext. 201 by April 17, 2021. 
 

Saturday morning walks are a great way to stay 
connected, see old friends and make new ones! 
Every Saturday we meet at 10:00 am at the Stones 
River Battlefield Welcome Center for a 30-
minute or so walk (dogs welcome). All ages are 
encouraged to come out for this fun time 
together! Contact the church office or Dave Davis 
with questions. 

CHURCH FAMILY WALKS 

THESE DAYS AVAILABLE 
The April-June issue of These Days is available and 
the church office will be happy to mail it to you. 
charlotte@mborofpc.org or 615-893-3882, xt. 0. 

Online:   
https://www.mborofpc.org/give  
 

Text:  Text mborofpc to 73256.  
 You will be sent to pay.acst.com and see First 

Presbyterian Church $0.00. Complete the information 
and click on give. You will receive  
a receipt by email.  
 

Mail: First Presbyterian Church • 210 N. Spring St. • 
Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
 

If you have any questions about giving please contact 
our Financial Secretary, Pat Cox at 
patcox@mborofpc.org. Thank you for supporting the 
missions & ministries of First Presbyterian Church.  
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Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dr. John A. Hinkle, Jr.  
jhinkle@mborofpc.org 
Associate Pastor of Family 
Ministries 
Rev. Bobby Harding 
bobby@mborofpc.org 
Parish Associate 
Rev. Joyce Merritt 
joyce@mborofpc.org  
Music Director 
Jocelyn Fisher 
jfisher@mborofpc.org 
Director of Children’s 
Ministry 
Meredith Peck 
meredith@mborofpc.org 
Organist 
Valerie Rains 
vrains@comcast.net 
Preschool Director 
Karen Winford 
preschool@mborofpc.org 
Nursery Director 
Celeste Brown 
celestegeo98@gmail.com 
Administrative Assistant 
Charlotte Lynn 
charlotte@mborofpc.org 
Financial Secretary 
Pat Cox 
patcox@mborofpc.org  
PT Facilities Coordinator  
Joe Rich  
jrich@mborofpc.org 
Part Time Custodian 
James Harper 
jharper@mborofpc.org 
 

Our APRIL Dinner Drive-By will take place on Wednesday, April 14, 2021  
- pick up from 4:00pm-6:00pm 
 

The Menu will be: Meat OR Spinach Lasagna, Salad, Rolls, Dessert 
 

• Family Packs (for 4): $24      • Individual Dinners: $7      •  MTSU students: $3 
 

Pre-Orders will take place until April 11th – this will be the last day orders will 
be taken (order forms will be on church website or you can contact the church 
office at charlotte@mborofpc.org)  
 

Any money left over or donations that evening will be given to the John and 
Vera Mae Perkins Foundation. 


