
  
 

CHRISTMAS IS NOT CANCELLED 
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                         On Sunday, November 15, I was flipping through the Sunday news programs, which I have not done 
for months. Not sure why I decided to do so on this day. Maybe I was seeing if it was safe to watch the news again. 
 I will withhold judgment. As I was channel surfing, I came across an interview conducted by Jake Tapper with Dr. 
Anthony Fauci. Let's start with the good news. Dr. Fauci felt very encouraged by the reports a COVID vaccine 
could be introduced sometime in late winter/ early spring. Maybe we will see some light at the end of the tunnel; 
and, let's be honest; this has been one dark tunnel. Of course, Dr. Fauci explained there are several more steps that 
we need to take to get to that point.  
     In this interview, Dr. Fauci also clarified that our country finds itself in a critical place for our community's  
well-being. The infection rate is up. Hospitalization is up. Covid is not going away any time soon. In the interview, 
Dr. Fauci warned families from getting together over the Thanksgiving Holidays (which have passed by the time you 
read this) and the Christmas holidays to come. To which Jake Tapper replied, "So we might have to cancel 
Christmas?" 
     Before you throw stones at Mr. Tapper, I can assure you that he was speaking specifically about the holiday's 
commercial and social aspects separated from the religious applications of this holiest of days. Still, his words  
"cancel Christmas" were jarring. Never did I believe we would still be dealing with COVID during Christmas. It  
is now a common occurrence to find a mask or two in a coat pocket. Every day it seems like I know more and  
more people who have tested positive for the virus. To be truthful, I’ve had to stop guessing when this all will be 
over, or I think I will lose my mind. Still, I refuse to believe that Christmas will be canceled.  
     Now I am realistic enough to know that Christmas of 2020 will not look like Christmas of 2019. We will have to 
put aside some of our Christmas traditions to help ensure the well-being of our friends, families and neighbors. Yet 
this is also our opportunity to start new and lasting traditions with our families. Much like this Spring, Leila and I 
talked about watching one Christmas movie each Saturday and Sunday with the rule that each movie connects with 
the previous one.  Who knows what other activities we might come up with between now and December 25? 
     Christmas may be different this year, but Christmas will not be canceled, and it will not be cancelled because 
Christmas is not about parties or presents. Christmas is about God being born into this world. That is good news.  
It is great news and, as believers, even in this age of COVID, it is up to us to give thanks for the hope that comes 
from such knowledge. Maybe this will be the most important Christmas the church has celebrated in many years 
because this Christmas we are given space to realize what is important. It is not the parties we used to attend. It is 
not the presents under the tree. Christmas is about the birth of Jesus, and no one can cancel such a realization. 
     Christmas this year may look different, but it will be Christmas.  
 
 

Follow Rev. Dr. Hinkle on Twitter @daltonboy1986 or email him at jhinkle@mborofpc.org 
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WORSHIP AT FPC   

The Proclamation December 2020 

One of the great joys of Advent that 
moves us to Christmas Eve is listening 
to the great hymns of this moment. 
Through these hymns, we are 
connected to the coming of Jesus at a 
deeper level. For most people, 
believers or not, Christmas carols are 
one of the best (and most memorable) 
things about the season. This year’s 
Advent Sermon Series is entitled ‘Faith 
Between the Notes’ as each Sunday of 
Advent will focus on one of the great 
hymns of the faith to help us explore 
our own faith. 
 

December 6 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

“What Child Is This?” 
Psalm 85 

Luke 1:26-38 
Today we will offer communion during the 

service using individual communion 
serving sets that are packaged for a safer 

experience while still allowing us to enjoy 
Holy Communion together as a church 
family. If you will be participating from 

home we encourage you to buy grape juice 
and bread so that you can celebrate with us 

virtually. 
 

December 13 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
Psalm 126 

Philippians 2:1-11 
 

December 20 
4th Sunday of Advent 

“Joy to the World” 
Psalm 89:1-4,19-26 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

December 27 
1st Sunday of Christmas 

 “And the Child Grew 
(The Miracle of the Ordinary)” 

Psalm 148 
Luke 2:25-40 

 

 
 

     Please note that the Session of First Presbyterian Church is aware of the rise 
of COVID positive cases. While the church is moving forward with her mission 
and ministry as we fulfill our purpose to know Christ and Make Christ Known, 
we will do so with the best interest of church members and the greater 
community in mind. This being said all church activities are subject to change. 
Below is the motion made by the New Beginning Task Force and approved by 
the Session at the November meeting. If you have any questions concerning the 
church’s COVID policies please contact Dr. Hinkle or a member of the New 
Beginning Task Force below. 
     With the recent rise of COVID-19 infections in Tennessee and Rutherford 
County, the New Beginnings Task Force recommends there should be a 
standard in place for deciding when on-site church activities should be paused.  
While there are multiple indicators that can gauge the severity of community 
spread, it was the goal of the task force to keep the decision-making process 
simple, but based on information specific to Rutherford County.  Therefore, 
two factors will be utilized to make this determination: 

1. Based on St. Thomas Rutherford Hospital elective surgery deferral as a 
result of increased COVID hospitalizations.   

2. Based on reaching a high community spread infection rate averaged 
over seven days as defined by the Rutherford County health 
department.  The health department defines the spread rate as the 
number of active cases in the total county population, currently 
approximately 332,000. This number is expressed as a percentage in 
three tiers.  Low spread is less than 0.5% which is 1-1,658 active cases.  
Moderate spread is 0.5-0.8% which is 1,659-2,657 active cases.  High 
spread is greater than 0.8% which is 2,658 or more active cases.  A 
COVID positive person is considered an active case for 14 days after 
testing positive.  Daily case counts can be found on the Tennessee 
Department of Health website.   

     In summary, if Rutherford County reaches a weekly high community spread 
rate OR elective surgeries are deferred at St. Thomas Rutherford Hospital, 
then on-site church activities will pause until these conditions change.  Both the 
community spread rate and hospital elective surgery activity will be monitored 
by the task force.  This plan was approved by Session at the November 
meeting.  
 

Eric Egli          Julie Corcoran        Bob Hoffman      Tracey Lannom  
Jill Lanning      Handani Kam        
 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 

Preaching In 

NEW BEGINNINGS TASK FORCE UPDATE 

The Session discussed plans for Christmas Eve Worship based on 
recommendations from the New Beginnings Task Force as well as input from 
Session members. More information will be given soon regarding Christmas Eve 
Worship. In the meantime, we hope you will join us in person or online for the 
Advent Season! 
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WORSHIP AT FPC, CONT. 

Church Office Closed: Dec. 25 & 28 
Rev. Dr. Hinkle: Will be out of town visiting family 
December 26 – January 2 

FPC NEWS 
JOIN US FOR CHURCH FAMILY WALKS 

Our Saturday morning walks have been a great new way to 
stay connected and see old friends, as well as make new 
ones! Every Saturday we meet at 10:00 am at the Stones 
River Battlefield Welcome Center for a 30-minute or so 
walk (dogs welcome). All ages are encouraged to come out 
for this fun time together, even if we are socially distanced! 
Here is a picture from our Nov. 21st walk. 

SUPPORT STILL WATERS MINISTRIES 
WHEN YOU SHOP ON AMAZON! 

From Rev. Merritt: Still Waters Family Ministries is now 
an approved and available charity on Amazon Smile!  If 
you choose us, we will receive support every time you 
purchase through Amazon.  It’s free to you and awesome 
for us.  You can click on the Amazon Smiles Tab and 
choose “Still Waters Family Ministries” or you can go 
directly to our link and start shopping (see link below). 
Thanks for your support!  
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-1091231 
Sincerely and Gratefully Yours, 
Pastor Joyce 
Still Waters Family Ministries 
Still.waters.cp@gmail.com 
 

NOT GETTING YOUR REGULAR CHURCH EMAILS?  

RESERVATIONS TO ATTEND 
WORSHIP ARE STILL 

REQUIRED. 
 

Please remember that an email is sent to 
the church every Wednesday at noon that 
contains a survey link to make your 
reservation. If you are not receiving the 
emails or need assistance in making your 
reservation, please contact Charlotte in 
the church office at 
charlotte@mborofpc.org or call 615-
893-3882, ext. 201 and leave a message.  
 

It is important to know who is coming 
and how many are coming to worship so 
our volunteers are prepared and, even 
more important, to help us in contact 
tracing in case someone who attends 
becomes COVID positive. To view 
services online just visit: 
www.mborofpc.org or our visit our 
youtube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/U
C9q23F6dQ3rk9gh0oejVQpg. 
 

Several major email providers such as Gmail and Yahoo have updated security 
settings because of external threats and we have received calls that members 
are not receiving weekly Tidbits, Daily Devotions and Worship RSVP emails. Our 
mass email company is Mailchimp. The first place to check is either your 
Spam Folder or check your Promotions or Social email boxes. Then you can 
follow your provider’s instructions on how to make these emails go to your 
inbox. Also, if you enjoy helping others with technology issues like this please 
contact Charlotte in the church office and she can connect you with people 
who will appreciate your gifts!  
 

CHRISTMAS VACATION 

https://mborofpc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=103afe3077db4f5924c42d56a&id=d9457136af&e=27739960e1
mailto:Still.waters.cp@gmail.com
mailto:charlotte@mborofpc.org
http://www.mborofpc.org/
https://mborofpc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=103afe3077db4f5924c42d56a&id=a40d39716d&e=27739960e1
https://mborofpc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=103afe3077db4f5924c42d56a&id=a40d39716d&e=27739960e1
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Thank you so much for your generous support of the First 
Friday Food Drive Ministry! In November we also 
collected for Murfreesboro Cold Patrol and your response 
was just wonderful! Here is a picture: 
 

Our December Food Drive  
will be on Fri, December 4th  
from 9am – 12pm. We  
especially need easy to  
prepare non-perishable 
foods. 
See you there! 

SESSION NOTES           BY GLEN EMERY, CLERK OF SESSION 

• We met in the sanctuary, widely spaced, and also had a 
simultaneous Zoom presentation. With us were our newly 
elected elders: Patsy Coleman, Ross Hines, Hollis Hulett, 
and Dr Rusty Walker. Dr John Pearson led our devotion. 
Based on Revelations 2 and 3, he reviewed the judgements 
on the seven churches in the area. Basically, then, the 
question arises: What would Christ say about us today? Are 
we dead, corrupt, compromising, persecuted, loveless, 
lukewarm, or are we living faithfully? 
• Because we have the continuing responsibility for the 
safeguard of our membership, the New Beginnings Task 
Force proposed the following guidelines, which were 
approved: All activities in the church property would be 
paused if: 
(1) The hospital stopped all elective surgeries, and/or (2) 

we reach 0.8% community spread rate. Reevaluation 
would take place each Wednesday. 

• It was noted that Murray Martin has moved.   
• On October 25, the First Grade Faith milestone focused on 
the sacraments. The 2nd and 3rd grade milestone involves the 
presentation of a Bible.  The flyleaf of each Bible was 
autographed by various members of the session. Meredith 
Peck has been praised for her diligence in working with the 
children. 
• The four Life Groups that have been established with our 
Middle and High School students have been working very 
well. Four or five students get together for a meal and Bible 
study at various homes.  Confirmation this year will begin 
with a two-year program starting with our 8th grade. The 9th 
grade confirmation class has started.  
    
 
 

• For our KIRK students (Presbyterian students on the 
MTSU campus), a box lunch with a handmade card from 
the youth will be distributed for Thanksgiving.  
• It was decided not to have our annual dinner and Cake 
Auction in 2021.   
• Stewardship reported that our pledges are lagging. The 
good news is that our Legacy fund increased by $41,000 
from our All Saints’ Day donations.  The fund total is now 
$645,000.  This fund will be not be used for at least 5 
years. It is invested in the Presbytery Foundation. 
• After reviewing the procedures of ten other Presbyterian 
churches in the area, we decided that our Christmas Eve 
service would be in the same format as our regular Sunday 
services.  One must sign up ahead of time for attendance 
because of space limitations. If more than 60 persons sign 
up, there will be two services.  If more that 120 sign up, 
the overflow will be in the common room. Also, the 
service will be broadcast via livestream.  
The format for the annual Chili Cook-off is still being 
decided.  
• There are plans to have an alternate giving page on our 
web site for those who would be giving to the Thistle 
Farms, 10,000 Villages, 41 & Change, Montreat, NaCoMe, 
and the Salvation Army Angel Tree.   
• We had two new air conditioners installed by Quality 
Heating and Air in the Christian Education area. Total cost 
was $17,000. Avent Lane is in the process of changing the 
incandescent bulbs with dimmable LED lights in the 
sanctuary. 
• The Care ministry is active in their programs, which 
include prayer warriors, meals for the bereaved, prayer 
shawls, and contacts with our shut-ins.  
 
 
 

FPC NEWS, CONT. 

FIRST FRIDAY FOOD DRIVE  & 
MURFREESBORO COLD PATROL 

ORDINATION OF EMILY SHACKLETT 
WILMESHERR 

Emily Shacklett Wilmesherr was ordained on Sunday, 
November 15, 2020 as Associate Pastor for Children and 
Families at Decatur Presbyterian Church in Decatur, GA. 
Emily is the daughter of Bill and Rita Shacklett.  
From Emily: First Presbyterian Church Murfreesboro 
holds such a special place in my heart. It was where the 
seeds of my faith were planted and nurtured. The children 
of the church helped me to discover my call to children’s 
ministry. So many of you have affirmed my call over the 
years, supported me and loved me. I love you all and will 
forever thank God for blessing me with the gift of this 
community.  
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looking harder for places to connect since it’s harder than ever to find those places. I think we’ve done a good job providing 
that space for our students this semester.  
Due to COVID-19 we haven’t been able to utilize the inside of the UKirk house and every “in person” event that we’ve 
hosted has been outside. Luckily, we only ran into bad weather once or twice and most of our “in person” programing went 
really well. Students have been very willing to work with us on social distancing and wearing masks. I think they’ve just been 
happy to be around each other, period!  
We’ve had a lot of fun outside and online this semester and we’ve seen old friendships grow and new friendships form 
despite the obstacles. We’ve really appreciated our partner churches who’ve helped us afford prepackaged meals for students 
this semester. Students have really enjoyed them, and are looking forward to our upcoming virtual Thanksgiving meal that 
FPC is partnering with us to provide. Thanks!  
MTSU’s “in person” semester is ending at Thanksgiving so our programming, outside of some Zoom check-ins, will also 
wrap up until Spring. Please be in prayer for our students as they finish finals and other projects remotely and as they travel 
home for the semester!  
 

Thanks for partnering with us to show Christ’s love to college students!  
 

- Rev. Micah Watson  
ukirk.mtsu@gmail.com Follow us on Facebook, instagram and twitter @ukirkmtsu!  
 

Dear FPC family!  
 

As I’m sure all of you can imagine, it’s been a weird semester for us at UKirk! 
However, that isn’t to say that it hasn’t also been a very good semester! In fact, oddly 
enough, we’ve seen growth in attendance during this odd semester. Maybe students are  

mailto:ukirk.mtsu@gmail.com
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 We plan to meet on Sunday 
December 6th. Contact Rev. Bobby 
at bobby@mborofpc.org for details 
on how to join us! 

“Be sure to follow along each Sunday during 
Advent with your at-home Advent candles and 
readings! If you still need a kit, please let 
Meredith know at meredith@mborofpc.org.” 

 

We can’t have our Happy Birthday Jesus Party in person this 
year, but it’s still Jesus’ birthday. So, let’s celebrate at home! 
Be on the lookout for treats and supplies in your mailbox so 
you can have your own party. Take pictures of your party 
and post them to our FPC Kids page or send them to 
Meredith to post! 
 

2nd & 3rd Grade Faith 
Milestone: Bible 

Presentation: December 6th 
 

This is just a reminder we are 
celebrating our 2nd & 3rd Grade 
Faith Milestone on December 6 

with a presentation of Bibles to our students. 
Please contact Meredith Peck at 
meredith@mborofpc.org as soon as possible 
if you have not received an email from her 
with details.  

 

First Presbyterian 
Church Preschool 

currently has openings: 
 

• 3 year-olds class      
 • 4 year-olds class 
 
 

 

• In January, we will also have openings in the  
2 year-olds class. 
Tell all your friends so that we can fill up our 
little school! We are also looking for a loving 
teacher in the 2 year-olds class so if you know  
of anyone, send them our way. 
Thank you, Karen Winford 
Director of Preschool 
 

mailto:bobby@mborofpc.org
mailto:meredith@mborofpc.org
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DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES  

 
1-  Andrea Elkins, Suzanna Logan, Rod Pencek 

2- Lillian Henry, Christina McNulty 

3-  Jeff Farrar, Jan LaLance 

4- Terry Panter 

5- Buddy Boyd, Rob Joyner 

6- Zack Gray, Liz McDaniel 

7- Graham Bullock, Amy Smythe Leonard, Terry Pierce 

8- Martha Boyd, Dave Davis, James Leeper 

10- Matthew Moscato 

11- Gloria Christy, Hayden Steele 

12- Julie Corcoran, Patrick Gritton, Mary Wheeler 

13- Aiden Paddon 

16- Marlyn McBroom, Lily Smith, Hudson Webb 

17- Chris Rudd 

18- Emily Mitchell Francis, Tommy Turner 

20- Jerry Hawkins, Patsy Moss, Audrey Tesi, Tom White 

21- Steve Bagby, Becky Coutras 

22- Natasha Kam 

23- 
Lexie Harding, Marlene Lane, Tony Montagano, 
Donnie Steele, Katie White, Andrew Young 

24- Neeley Emore, Tommy Wolohon 

26- 
Whit Lampley, Steve Mitchell, Chris Moscato, 
Whitney Tesi 

27- Martha Johnson 

28- Cooper Hines, Tim Pote 

29- Rebecca Cross, Linda Davis 

30- Christy Swenson 

 

Sumner & Ruth Bouldin  December 7 
Jim & Debbie Crumley  December 13 
Dick & Beth Barnes  December 15 
Dave & Gail Deckard  December 15 
Tom & Casandra Ferrell  December 17 
Jerry & Sandra Hawkins  December 20 
Chet & Janet Logan  December 21 
Reno & Sandy Collier  December 23 
Jack & Judy Gritton  December 28 
Travis & Caroline Lampley December 28 
Kevin & Jane McNulty  December 28 
Bill & Kathy Zuiches   December 30 
 
Our Daily Bread Devotional Books Available 

 

The December 2020-February 2021 issue of Our Daily 
Bread is now available. You may either pick one up 

when you leave worship on Sunday mornings in person 
OR you may contact Charlotte in the church office 
at charlotte@mborofpc.org  or 615-893-3882, 
ext. 201 and she will be happy to mail one to you. 

The Proclamation is a monthly newsletter of 
First Presbyterian Church  

210 N. Spring Street Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
www.mborofpc.org 

Have an announcement for the January 
Newsletter?  

Submit it to Charlotte at charlotte@mborofpc.org or  
call 893-3882 ext. 201 by Tuesday, December 15. 

 

mailto:charlotte@mborofpc.org
http://www.mborofpc.org/
mailto:charlotte@mborofpc.org
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Online Christmas Mission Giving Catalog 
As you know, the Fair Trade Christmas shopping event that we normally enjoy this 
time each year could not be held due to health risks.  But don't despair.  We can 
still shop and share! We are designing an online Virtual Christmas Mission 
Catalog which will soon be accessible on our website.  You will be able to click 
on the website link of many wonderful local and global ministries to browse and 
shop for Christmas gifts, or to give a Christmas donation.  All the ministries you 
will find in our “catalog” are in special need this year due to a lack of outreach and 
fundraising opportunities.  So, the gifts you give will be doubly 
appreciated.  Look for more information coming soon!  Ministries represented 
will include:  Ten-Thousand Villages, Thistle Farms, 41 and Change, Still 
Waters, Doors of Hope, Montreat Conference Center, and The Outreach 
Foundation.  What a privilege to give and receive the gifts that Christ has poured 
out upon us:  Hope, Peace, Joy, Love and Life.  Time to go shopping!       

- Rev. Joyce 
 

mailto:jfisher@mborofpc.org
mailto:preschool@mborofpc.org
mailto:patcox@mborofpc.org
mailto:jrich@mborofpc.org
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