
    This can be a place of helplessness. Not knowing 
what to do next, we find ourselves searching for 
answers and meaning, but for the most part, we tend to 
stand still, not knowing where to move. As a matter of 
fact, there are moments we are afraid to move.  
    Well, I can assure you this is not what God wants for 
our lives. Even in moments like this... especially in 
moments like this, we need to hold on to the 
knowledge that our God is with us. Jesus said at His 
ascension, "Remember, I am with you... even to the 
end." Therefore, if our seasons have been interrupted, 
I believe that we are called to create new ones out of 
faith. Personally, during this time, I have committed 
myself to write more handwritten notes. Every 
morning, I commit myself to some form of physical 
exercise. Lastly, I find a classic movie to watch on 
Sunday afternoon. Creating these new life patterns has 
helped me move forward and has given me the ability 
to live in the unknown. Give it a shot. You will thank 
me later.  
 
 

Follow Rev. Hinkle on Twitter @daltonboy1986 or email him at 
jhinkle@mborofpc.org 
 
 

     I woke up this morning realizing that today (Tuesday, 
September 15) my article for October's The Proclamation 
was due. Charlotte is good at letting that due date slide. 
I know that if I told her my stuff for the newsletter 
would be late, she would smile and say she has a lot to 
work on, and I can get it to her any time. There was 
something at one time called the Hinkle Rule, which 
went something like this - everyone needed to turn in 
their stuff on time but the Senior Pastor. That is pretty 
bad if there is a rule named after you, so I do my best, 
come hell or high water, to make sure I turn in my stuff 
on time. Truth be told, in years past, knowing the 
natural flow of the life of the church, I could easily write 
something up without much thought. We mentioned 
this back in September in a devotion where I reflected 
on Ecclesiastes, believing there is a season for every 
activity under the heavens. Yet it is clear those seasons 
have been interrupted because of the Coronavirus. We 
are not sure what to do next because... we have never 
lived in the middle of a world-wide pandemic.  
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NEW DATE FOR FOOD DRIVE: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1 
Due to the Fall Break schedule we are moving our First Friday Food Drive to Thursday, 
October 1. The drive will still take place from 9am-12pm – just drive through the College 
St. breezeway and a helpful volunteer will unload your contributions straight from your car! 

Your generous response so far has been wonderful and the ministries you are helping are so grateful, especially as 
the need continues to increase. All contributions will be taken to Greenhouse Ministries and Nourish Food Bank. 
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WORSHIP AT FPC   
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PREACHING IN OCTOBER  
 

One of the questions asked to both Ruling and 
Teaching Elders during their ordination in the 
Presbyterian Church is...”Do you sincerely receive 
and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith 
as expressed in the confessions of our church as 
authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture 
leads us to believe and do, and will you be 
instructed and led by those confessions as you lead 
the people of God?” As Presbyterians, there are 
two books that are meant to guide our Elders. The 
Book of Order is for governance and The Book of 
Confession is for shaping our theology. Once again in 
the month of October leading to Reformation 
Sunday, we will focus on our Reformed faith 
focusing on four confessions that have shaped the 
life of the church.   
 
 

October 4 
 “The Apostles’ Creed: I Believe” 

Psalm 19 
Genesis 1:1-5 

 

Today we will offer communion during the service using 
individual communion serving sets that are packaged for a 

safer experience while still allowing us to enjoy Holy 
Communion together as a church family. If you will be 

participating from home we encourage you to buy grape 
juice and bread so that you can celebrate with us virtually. 

 

October 11 
“Shorter Catechism: Our Chief End” 

Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 
John 21:1-25 

 

October 18 
“Heidelberg Catechism: Our Only Comfort”  

Psalm 99 
II Timothy 4:1-8 

 

October 25 
Reformation Sunday 

 “Declaration of Barmen: Jesus Alone” 
Psalm 90 

Romans 8:31-39 
 

 
 
 

In-person worship has resumed with a few changes and 
online worship continues unchanged. Here is all you 
need to know: 
 

• RESERVATIONS ARE STILL REQUIRED. An 
email is sent to the church every Wednesday at noon that 
contains a survey link to make your reservation. If you 
are not receiving the emails or need assistance in making 
your reservation, please contact Charlotte in the church 
office at charlotte@mborofpc.org or call 615-893-3882, 
ext. 201 and leave a message.  
• Reservations are critical to help us plan seating to keep 
us all healthy and safe as well as serving as a template for 
contact tracing should that be necessary. 
• If you make a reservation but are unable to attend 
please email a cancellation to charlotte@mborofpc.org. 
• As a reminder the CDC recommends that those 65+ 
and/or those with health conditions stay home if 
able; however, if you feel comfortable with the 
precautions listed we would love to have you join us for 
worship. 
 

SUNDAY IN-PERSON WORSHIP: 
• Worship begins at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings, 
doors open at 9:30 a.m. 
• Use the College St. sanctuary entrance only - if there is 
a line, stand on the tape.  
• Check in at the hand sanitizing station, wearing your 
mask. If you need a mask we will have one for you.  
• Someone will check your attendance and then an usher 
will escort you to your assigned seat (just like a wedding) 
• Please wear your mask the entire abbreviated service. 
Children should just do the best they can to wear the 
mask as long as they are able. 
• You will be escorted out once the service has ended 
(also just like a wedding) 
 

SUNDAY ONLINE WORSHIP: 
All our Sunday services are available to view live on our 
youtube channel, First Presbyterian Church of 
Murfreesboro. There are several ways you can 
participate: 
• To view live just go to 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9q23F6dQ3rk
9gh0oejVQpg and click to subscribe and receive 
notifications.  You will be notified when (Cont. next page) 
 
 
 

mailto:charlotte@mborofpc.org
mailto:charlotte@mborofpc.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9q23F6dQ3rk9gh0oejVQpg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9q23F6dQ3rk9gh0oejVQpg
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WORSHIP AT FPC CONTINUED 

FPC NEWS 

VIRTUAL WONDERFUL 
WEDNESDAY 

For the month of October Virtual Wonderful 
Wednesdays will begin on the 14th (no meeting on the 
7th due to Fall Break). Adult classes continue with Rev. 
Dr. Hinkle and Rev. Merritt. Your weekly Zoom 
invitation will be in Tidbits (our weekly email 
blast on Wednesdays…contact the church office if 
you are not receiving it). Here is our list of 
programming: 
• Rev. Dr. Hinkle will continue where we left off on 
Campolo’s 20 Hot Potatoes Christians Are Afraid to Touch. 
• Rev. Merritt will continue her lesson series called 
“Eyes to See.”   Each lesson includes scripture and a 
video that invites us to see the problem of racism from 
the black perspective. The video series we will use is 
“Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Man.”  We 
will hear the scripture lesson, watch the video together 
on Zoom, and follow up with discussion and prayer. 
• Meredith Peck will facilitate with leaders on Zoom 
based children’s programming consisting of games, 
teaching and music.  
• Grades 7-12 will meet in homes for Life Groups – 
plans communicated by Rev. Harding.  
 

SAFELY MEETING WITH JOHN 
We had such a good time in September we are going 
to do it again in October. The dates and time below 
are available to meet with John.  He can meet you 
under the portico/breezeway at the church. He can 
sit with you in your driveway. He can even meet you 
for coffee at the Brass Horn on Lytle Street. Slots will 
be in 30-minute blocks. To sign up, please contact the 
church office at charlotte@mborofpc.org or call 615-
893-3882, ext. 201. 
• Oct. 2 at 2pm • Oct. 5 at 2pm 
• Oct. 7 at 2pm • Oct. 9 at 2pm 
• Oct. 14 at 2pm • Oct. 23 at 2pm 
• Oct. 30 at 2pm   

MONDAY MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Monday Men’s Bible Study will continue in October 
at 5:30pm in  the back parking lot of the church at 
safe distances. All men are welcome. Please bring 
your own outdoor chair. We will make a plan for 
when it starts to get cold outside. Please note we will 
NOT meet October 5 due to Fall Break.   

the service goes live at 10am on Sundays. You must click subscribe to receive these notifications. 
• You can also view on youtube anytime by visiting our 
channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9q23F6dQ3rk9gh0oejVQpg. 
• The service will be available on Facebook Live as well and the link will be placed on our website on Sundays. 
In case of technical difficulties a recording of the service will be on the website by noon on Sunday.  
 

ONLINE DEVOTIONS CONTINUE: 
• All online devotions are emailed to the congregation, posted on our two Facebook pages, FPC Comm and First 
Presbyterian Church Murfreesboro, and posted on our website, www.mborofpc.org. If you do not receive the 
emails and would like to just contact the church office as listed above. 
• On Mondays, Rev. Dr Hinkle sends out an update on what is happening this week with our church. 
• On Tuesdays, Rev. Merritt provides a video devotion. 
• On Wednesdays, the weekly email is sent at 10:30 a.m. and the weekly worship RSVP is sent at noon. 
• On Thursdays, Rev. Harding provides a video devotion. 
• On Saturdays, a preview of Sunday’s sermon is provided. 
 
 

The Church Office will be closed on Monday, October 12 for Columbus Day. 

mailto:charlotte@mborofpc.org
mailto:charlotte@mborofpc.org
https://mborofpc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=103afe3077db4f5924c42d56a&id=a40d39716d&e=27739960e1
http://www.mborofpc.org/
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FLOWERS IN THE 
SANCTUARY 

The Session has approved having flowers in the 
sanctuary for Sunday services. If you would 
like to place flowers in the sanctuary in honor 
or in memory of someone please contact the 
church office at charlotte@mborofpc.org or 
call 615-893-3882, ext. 201 so your date can 
be reserved. 

• We met by ZOOM.  Bob Hoffman led our devotion.  Based on John 17: 9-11 we are reminded us that Jesus 
spent his life to help and save us; therefore we are called to give and serve, and to love our neighbor, as we love 
ourselves.  
• The financial report was perused and approved. 
• Twin grandchildren of Diane Parker were approved for baptism, which will be held at our 10 am Sunday service. 
The social distancing protocols will be observed.  
• We have greeters at the bottom of the stairs of the front entrance and at the top also to assist you to your seats. 
• As a reminder, Sandy Workman won the coveted pastor's choice award at the last chili cook-off.  Her chili will 
most likely represent our church at the Habitat for Humanity’s Cookin’ to Build project on November 11 on the 
square around the old courthouse.  
• Just a note, that we are continuing our First Friday food drive for Greenhouse Ministries and Nourish Food 
Bank. 
• Our support continues for the Doors of Hope Ministry, with Nancy Hoffman as our point of contact, who have 
also partnered with the Domestic Violence Center.  
• We congratulate Dave Baughman for being the chairman of the Murfreesboro Rescue Mission for another year. 
This group provides help, hope, and healing to our community's most vulnerable population experiencing 
homelessness. They meet the basic needs by providing meals, clothing, and temporary shelter. They also share 
God's love and grace through the transforming power of the Gospel and help find new paths for the persons in 
need to become productive citizens.  
• Sadly, because of the Covid pandemic, trips to South Dakota and Nicaragua have been delayed.   
• The fellowship ministry is diligently seeking ways to resume our get-togethers in new and creative ways.  
• A new fire alarm panel was installed by Pye Barker Co. after our system was damaged by lightning. They also 
inspected all of our fire extinguishers and our fire suppression system in the kitchen. No deficiencies noted. 
• Dave Baughman is in the limelight again by getting our boiler inspected by the state in readiness for the winter 
season. Our wonderful Dave Baughman will repair some minor discrepancies. 
• In consultation with the New Beginnings Task Force it was approved by the Session to allow the kindergarten 
faith milestone involving 5 young people and their parents to be held after worship on Sunday, September 27 in 
the common room.  All social distancing and sanitizing as directed by the governor and the CDC, as well as our 
own protocols will be observed.       Continued next page… 
 

SESSION NOTES GLEN EMERY, CLERK OF SESSION 

FPC NEWS 

FALL BREAK STAFF &  
CLERGY VACATIONS 

Rev Merritt: October 3-10 
Rev. Harding: October 5-12 
Charlotte Lynn: October 5-8 
The Church Office will only be available on Friday, October 
9. If you have a pastoral need, please contact your caregiver, 
Ellen Himebaugh, or Rev. Dr. Hinkle. Thank you.  

BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR INFORMATION ON OUR NEWEST MEMBERS: MATTHEW HIBDON, MADELINE 
LESTER AND MICHAEL HEAD. WE ARE SO HAPPY THEY’VE JOINED OUR CHURCH FAMILY! 

mailto:charlotte@mborofpc.org
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Need a Prayer Card? Contact Charlotte in 
the church office at 

charlotte@mborofpc.org. 

• Preschool has started and is progressing nicely. There are no 2-year-olds. 3 and 4 year-olds are happily back to 
learning.  
• To keep in touch with our young people, Reverend Harding has been sending hand-written notes to them.  He 
has also started a program called Life Groups.  This is a group of 4 to 15 people that meet in homes to share food, 
fellowship, Bible study and prayer.  They can meet at intervals of their own choosing.  Currently the program is 
directed to 7 - 12th grades, but later may be enlarged to include adult Life Groups. The adults did this many years 
ago and maybe through Reverend Harding's leadership, this activity may be reawakened.  Reverend Harding has 
also been producing a few TikTok videos. 
• Flowers are now allowed in the sanctuary.  After the service, the Care team distributes them to those who don’t 
get out much.   
• A Ruling Elder Nominating committee has been formed.  If you are asked, please be prayerful in considering a 
yes reply.  If you would like to be considered, talk to one of the pastors and they will pass on your request to the 
committee. 
• Safely Meeting with John meets with Reverend Hinkle on the portico. If you are interested in a pleasant way to 
communicate one on one with our senior pastor call the office for an appointment.  
• The Wednesday evening ZOOM classes with Reverend Hinkle and Reverend Merritt are totally interesting. If 
you are not attending and watching you are missing a golden opportunity to widen your religious education.  
 

SESSION NOTES, CONT. GLEN EMERY, CLERK OF SESSION 
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All Wonderful Wednesday children’s 
classes continue in October on Zoom 
(remember no classes on October 7 due to 
Fall Break). Zoom invitations are sent on 
Wednesdays in the Tidbits email from 
church so if you are not getting that just 
contact Charlotte in the church office at 
charlotte@mborofpc.org or Meredith at 
meredith@mborofpc.org. Our PreK-4th 
lesson is Jesus and the Little Children while 
our Tweens are going through The 
Chronicles of Narnia. Our meetings this 
season include fun Wonderful Wednesday 
activities and music. We hope to you! 

EASTER LILIES: 2020 
DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC, WE WERE UNABLE TO ENJOY OUR LILIES THIS YEAR BUT WANT TO 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO PURCHASED THEM IN HONOR AND IN MEMORY OF LOVED ONES  

October Memory Verse 

“Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 

such as these.” Matthew 19:14 

First graders: Be 
on the lookout for 
information 
coming soon on 
your Faith 
Milestone from 
Meredith! 

GIVEN BY:     IN MEMORY OF: 
 

Blackwelder, Mark and Janet   Hoyt & Peggy Parsons 
Bullock and Brandon Families   Rev. and Mrs. Herman Dam 
Elkins, Steve, Andrea, and Reed   Clarence Elkins, Jr. and Bob Luster 
Hulett, Hollis & Trudy    Filomena Marie Greer 
 Wyatt, Lewis and Angelina 
Iske Family     Ed & Charlotte Littleton, Merle & Freda Iske, Earl & Imagene Nielson 
Johnson, Dan and Martha   Carl & Lydia Johnson and John & Kay Wylie 
Luster, Helen     Bob Luster 
Martin, Mary     Chester R. Martin & Mary Ethel Williams Martin 
McKinney, Don     Anne McKinney 
Moore, Phyllis and Tim    Bill & Irene Wenderoth, Alan R. Moore 
Murphy, John     Angie Worley Murphy 
Nichols, Ron and Judy    Alph & Nell Nichols and Francis & Annie Mae True 
Parente Family     Dot & Bill Campbell, Suzanne Campbell Blackwell, Jenny Zieman 
Parsons Family     Myers B. Parsons, Sr. and Rosemary Bane 
Paterik, Revs. Roy and Marie   Our Son, Andrew J. Paterik 
Pierce, Terry and Bobbie   Ellis & Goldie Pierce and Ernest & Thelma Noe 
Watson, Autumn    Paul & Elanore Johnson 
White, Marty, Wendy, Ragen and Katie  Dr. Bob LaLance 
GIVEN BY:     IN HONOR OF: 
Couch, Susan     Dave & Gail Deckard 
Kidwell, Dicken and Barbara   Ann Nora Parsons 
Luster, Helen     Our Children 
McKinney, Don     Susan Couch 
Moore, Tim and Phyllis    Nancy C. Moore 
 

mailto:charlotte@mborofpc.org
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Dear Church Family, 
     Thanks so much for the 
love you all have poured out 
on our family following the 
 
 

Jeff & Jessamyn Hazard October 2 
Avent & Marlene Lane  October 10 
Adam & Maria Webb  October 13 
John & Lisa Green  October 16 
Matthew & Rachel Callaway October 16 
Shelby & Emily Hunton October 20 
Bill & Rita Shacklett  October 27 
 

1-Oct Rusty Walker  

2- Oct Bob Hunt 

3- Oct Nicholas Mayes 

4- Oct Judy Gritton, Jackie Jenkins 

5- Oct Ross Hines 

7- Oct Alex Csorgo (turning 99!) 

8- Oct Cecil Coleman, Laura Follis, Howard Wilson 

9- Oct Adele Brogli, Jack Hunton, Stacy Webb 

10- Oct Scout Harding 

11- Oct Betsy Roubik  

12- Oct Will Logan, Christine Lombardi 

14- Oct Natalie Rudd 

15- Oct Mancy Sanders 

16- Oct Britton Fraley 

17- Oct Kay Boyd, Jackson Livesay, Jade Turner 

18- Oct Tom Foley, Brian Iske 

19- Oct 
Gregory Brandon, Wesley Hazard,  
Jack Gritton, Don McKinney 

20- Oct Ruby Fournier, John Horn 

21- Oct Abbey Logan, Katie Peachey, Diego Taylor 

22- Oct Sandy Collier, Matthew Wilson  

23- Oct Bob McBroom 

24- Oct Emily Anderson, John Green 

25- Oct Kathy Corlew, Barbara Henry 

26- Oct Victoria Couch, Helen Luster, Michael 
Mayes, Joanna Riggs 

27- Oct  Handani Kam 

28- Oct Barb Prince 

29- Oct Jeanie Tillman, Amy Nance Walker 

31- Oct Shelby Cowden, Charlie Wendt 

The Proclamation is a monthly newsletter of 
First Presbyterian Church  

210 N. Spring Street Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
www.mborofpc.org 

Have an announcement for the November 
Newsletter?  

Submit it to Charlotte at charlotte@mborofpc.org or  
call 893-3882 ext. 201 by Tuesday, October 20. 

 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
Our preschool program is doing 
well and so happy to be together 
again with old and new friends! We 
currently have openings in  
our 3 year-old and 4 year-old 

classes, with new spaces for a 2 year-old class that  
will begin in January. Email preschool@mborofpc.org 
with questions or to register.  

Karen Winford, Director of Preschool 

OCTOBER 

BIRTHDAYS  

death of Timothy’s dad. Your many cards, texts, 
emails, as well as food and flowers have brought us 
comfort during this time. It is good to be part of the 
family of God that meets here on the corner of College 
and Spring. 
        With much love, 
                    Joyce & Timothy Merritt and family 

http://www.mborofpc.org/
mailto:charlotte@mborofpc.org
mailto:preschool@mborofpc.org
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