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                              It was one of those times in your life when you could see something coming a mile away. If it was 
a concern, your hope and prayer were that somehow everyone was blowing everything out of proportion. 
If you were not worried about it, I guess you did not give it much thought. Yet the days leading up to the week of 
March 9, 2020, you knew something was happening. You knew somehow the Coronavirus would have an impact 
on our nation. I find it interesting that the first loss I experienced was when they canceled the SEC Basketball 
Tournament. For me, this was the first domino to fall, knowing that there were more to follow.  
    On Saturday morning, March 14, I called together the Ruling Elders whose ministries impact Sunday 
mornings. Little did they know this would eventually become The New Beginnings Task Force. That morning in 
Classroom A, amid prayer, we discussed the possibility of shutting down onsite worship for a couple of weeks to 
pass over this whole virus thing. My main concern was that Saturday afternoon, I would officiate at a wedding in 
our sanctuary. I was just praying the Governor would not give a Stay at Home Order before the I Do’s. The 
wedding went off as planned. The next day we would have our first online worship service. The Stay at Home 
Order came a few days later. 
    Here we are one year later. Never in a million years did it cross my mind that as a nation and a church, we 
would still be dealing with what we know so affectionately call “COVID.” Our lives have changed. We have 
changed. As I write this article, surgical masks litter my desk. I know I wash my hands more than ever before, and 
I always “Vampire” cough. I have become an expert on infection rates, and I pretty much know who in the church 
has had their second shot. I also know this has been a difficult season for all of us, and all of us find ourselves in 
some state of mourning for the year that has been lost. Looking back, I also give thanks that we have moved 
forward in faith as a church and as individuals.  
    This virus did not stop our congregation from living our purpose: to know Christ and make Christ known. The 
Session of the church gave us the leadership needed to empower each of us to live into this moment so that we 
could still be a city on a hill and a light for all to see especially during this hour. I am also grateful for the church 
staff who, from day one, was thinking outside the box, ensuring the needs of the church and our community were 
being met.  
    So here we are one year later. I have long since given up thinking about what comes next. Instead, I know 
whatever comes next, I will face such a moment with a group of people who trust in the Lord for all things. 
 
 
 

Follow Rev. Dr. Hinkle on Twitter @daltonboy1986 or email him at jhinkle@mborofpc.org 
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WORSHIP AT FPC    
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March 7 
3rd Sunday in Lent 

“Salt and Light” 
Psalm 19 

Matthew 5:1-16 
 

March 14 
4th Sunday in Lent 

“Going Hungry and Hungering for More” 
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

Matthew 6:1-18 
 
 

March 21 
5th Sunday in Lent 

“Getting Your Hands Dirty” 
Psalm 51:1-12 

Matthew 8:14-27 
 

March 28 
Palm Sunday 

“Do Not Be Afraid, Daughter of Zion” 
Psalm 31:9-17 
John 12:12-19 

 
 

A HOLY LENT 

ADULT WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY IS BACK 
WEDNESDAYS AT 6PM ON ZOOM 

Wonderful Wednesday night Zoom classes begin at 6:00 pm. This 
season we have one class so everyone can be together. Our first 5 
weeks will be led by Rev. Joyce in studying The Great Divorce by C. 
S. Lewis and Rev. Dr. Hinkle will teach on another topic after 
Easter. While not required it is recommended that participants 
purchase and read this short book (there is an optional study guide 
as well). We will meet every Wednesday in March except March 
31 (Spring Break). Zoom invitations will be sent weekly in the 
Wednesday Tidbits email blast. 

During the month of March, we will continue our Lenten 
Preaching series: Come and Follow Me. This Lenten Preaching 
series is meant as an opportunity for our congregation to delve into 
Christian discipleship by looking at five moments in the ministry of 
Jesus. Christian discipleship is a lifelong journey of going broader 
and deeper in our faith. We believe this best happens when we 
commit ourselves to ministry and service when we follow Jesus 
into the world.  
 
 

Sunday, March 14th 

Online:   https://www.mborofpc.org/give  
 

Text:  Text mborofpc to 73256. You will be sent  
to pay.acst.com and see First Presbyterian  
 Church $0.00. Complete the information and click on give. You will receive  

a receipt by email.  
 

Mail: First Presbyterian Church • 210 N. Spring St. • Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
 

If you have any questions about giving please contact our Financial 
Secretary, Pat Cox at patcox@mborofpc.org. Thank you for supporting the 
missions & ministries of First Presbyterian Church.  
 

https://www.mborofpc.org/give
mailto:patcox@mborofpc.org
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FPC NEWS 
JOIN US FOR CHURCH 

FAMILY WALKS 
Saturday morning walks are a great 
way to stay connected, see old 
friends and make new ones! Every 
Saturday we meet at 10:00 am at 
the Stones River Battlefield 
Welcome Center for a 30-minute 
or so walk (dogs welcome). All 
ages are encouraged to come out 
for this fun time together! Contact 
the church office or Dave Davis 
with questions. 

 

We plan to meet on Sunday, 
March 7 via Zoom but contact  
Rev. Bobby at 
 bobby@mborofpc.org for details  
on how to join us! 

ONLINE MISSIONS SUPPORT 
 Our Online Missions Support page is up and running on our website! Just 

visit our website at www.mborofpc.org and click on the support missions 
choice on the menu bar. You have provided a lot of needed help to 
ministries we support as a church and your Missions Ministry Team 
thanks you for your generous giving. Here is just a short list of some of 
the ministries you can help (more on our website):  
• Still Waters Family Ministries • Doors of Hope 
• Nourish Food Bank   • Read to Succeed 
• NaCoMe Camp & Retreat Center • M’Boro Rescue Mission 
• Insight Counseling Center  • Greenhouse Ministries 
• Community Helpers   • Habitat for Humanity 
• First Friday Food Drive 

Our MARCH Dinner Drive-By will take place on Wednesday,  
March 10, 2021 - pick up from 4:00pm-6:00pm 
 

The Menu will be: Salisbury Steak & Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, 
Green Beans, rolls and dessert. 
 

Family Packs (for 4): $24 
Individual Dinners: $7 
MTSU students: $3 
 

Pre-Orders will take place until March 7th – this will be the last 
day orders will be taken (order forms will be on church website or 
you can contact the church office at charlotte@mborofpc.org) We 
may not be able to eat together in person but we can all share in a 
great dinner prepared by Jessica! 

 

 
Don’t 
 
Miss 
 
Out! 

mailto:bobby@mborofpc.org
http://www.mborofpc.org/
mailto:charlotte@mborofpc.org
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SESSION NOTES   BY GLEN EMERY, CLERK OF SESSION 

• We met by zoom.  Our devotional was led by Rusty 
Walker. From Paul's letter to the Romans, he stated that 
Hope was stronger than Fear. One who loses hope has 
given up, but Hope is our goal and gives us 
perseverance. The more we know about God, the more 
encouragement we have. 
• We then welcomed Britton Fraley, who is transferring 
from New Vision Church.  After answering the required 
questions about her faith, she was enthusiastically 
welcomed into our membership.  
• Pasty Coleman, Jan LaLance and Rusty Walker 
attended the zoom meeting of Presbytery. One of the 
main points was ways to ensure the security of our 
youth.  We have been following all of the suggestions 
made at Presbytery for many years.  The next 
Presbytery meeting will be in May.   
• The 8th grade confirmation class, Dylan and Jack 
Pencek (twins), Scout Harding, Lang McDaniel, and 
Brendan Patrick, visited with us.  The elders introduced 
themselves and explained their work for the Lord. We 
look forward to these beautiful and intelligent young 
people being confirmed.  
• The New Beginning Task Force, in light of the 
decreasing infection rate of the Covid-19 virus, has 
recommended that the use of our church property be 
opened a bit more for church activities, but still 
following social distancing and masking precautions.  
• We have approved the going to NaCoMe for our 
annual church retreat from April 23-25.  Activities are 
planned to be outside.  Families will have to drive 
separately and will have their own rooms.   
• The New Beginnings Task Force along with Meredith 
Peck and Celeste Brown are moving forward with next 
steps for opening our nursery to the congregation. 
  
 

• During our First Friday Food Drive, we would also 
appreciate any donations for the Coldest Night project 
in the form of water bottles, single serve meals, new 
underwear and socks.  
• Help is needed for Dr. John Pearson's work with the 
health clinic in Nicaragua. The clinic opened in 2005 
and serves 3200 people in the area. To understand the 
positive impact of the clinic, these statistics are so 
encouraging:  infant mortality rate in Nicaragua is 16.5 
per hundred, at the clinic:  none.  For the 188 
children, 10 remain underweight.   
• Our drive-by meals are still scheduled for March, 
April, and May. Perhaps an outdoor picnic in May with 
an outdoor service might be a great way to get 
together in fellowship and workshop. 
• Our insurance this year is $28,000. There has been 
no heat for the kitchen and common room, but repairs 
have now been completed. The fire alarm in the 
preschool area was broken but has been repaired.   
• Meredith Peck has been conducting children’s Sunday 
School via zoom and it has been well received.  
• 19 young people are in our preschool classes, ages 2-
4.  No cases of Covid. Openings are available. 
• On March 6, the 9th grade faith milestone will be a 
trip to the Journey Home to serve a meal there.  
• We will not be going to the Great Escape this year 
due to the Covid pandemic. 
• Reverend Harding will be going on his 2nd sabbatical 
in June and August.  He has applied to study for a 
Doctor of Ministry at Calvin Theological Seminary in 
Michigan.  
• Our church finances remain stable.  Our Stewardship 
campaign will be in April.   
We are planning the baptisms of Zach and Addie Gray 
on March 7, and Peter Hulett on Sunday, April 4.  
 
 
 

FPC NEWS, CONT. 

PRAYER BEFORE SURGERY AND 
HOSPITALIZATIONS 

 Rev. Dr. Hinkle is available to pray with people before 
surgeries or with family members of those who are 
hospitalized. He would be happy to meet with you in 
front of the hospital for a time of prayer. You can 
contact him at jhinkle@mborofpc.org or contact the 
church office at charlotte@mborofpc.org. 

The Session has decided the following as a general rule of 
thumb: In the event of inclement weather, the church 
will cancel activities according to county school 
cancellations. If possible, an email will be sent to the 
congregation and information placed on the website.  

INCLEMENT WEATHER  
POLICY 

mailto:jhinkle@mborofpc.org
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EVERY WEDNESDAY IN 
MARCH EXCEPT SPRING BREAK 

WEEK (MARCH 31) 

Continues! Isn’t it great to know that 
despite pandemics and ice storms 
our confirmation groups continue to 
meet and learn and grow? God is 
good all the time! 

 

Greetings FPC Family!  
 

Spring semester at MTSU is off to a good start! Although our group meetings have 
been completely online so far, I have been able to meet with students and share 
meals and conversation outside at UKirk! 

Hopefully, March will bring mild weather so we can resume outdoor UKirk Thursday nights! Please continue to 
keep our students in your prayers during this time. Many of them are distance learning or hybrid. For the students 
who are distance learning, the monotony of staring at a screen all day without a change of scenery can be pretty 
dull. For the hybrid students, the hassle of juggling in person class and online class, usually within minutes of each 
other can be hectic. Pray that UKirk can continue to be a source of connection and comfort for all of them!  
 

Thanks,  
Rev. Micah Watson, UKirk MTSU (PSF @ MTSU) 
Cell: 615-692-2742            ukirk.mtsu@gmail.com          psf.mtsu@comcast.net    http://www.ukirkmtsu.com 
 

9th Grade Faith 
Milestone 

Sat., March 6th, 
11am-1:30pm 
Journey Home 

APRIL 1 
following worship 

mailto:ukirk.mtsu@gmail.com
mailto:psf.mtsu@comcast.net
http://www.ukirkmtsu.com/
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First Presbyterian Church Preschool   
Registration Time! 

 

Hello friends! It’s hard to believe that we have almost come upon a year since last 
year’s registration, then surprise pandemic, the lockdowns, then starting school (and, 
by the way, our preschoolers are CRUSHING it), and now looking forward to the 
next school year. Here is the 2021-2022 registration schedule:  
 
 
 
 
 

 

March 1-on  Open Registration 
 

Please spread the word so that we can fill these spots and please be in prayer  
for the health of our littles and the staff.  
Thank you,  

Karen Winford, Director of Preschool 
 

Kids/Tweens Zoom Calls! 

This month our Character Trait is: 
TEAMWORK. 
 
 

Our Sunday School ZOOM calls  take 
place every Sunday at 9:30am. 
 

Wednesday ZOOM calls at 6:00pm 
(except Spring Break week)  
 

MARCH 6TH: Spring Day Retreat at 
NaCoMe 
 

Lenten family readings and Holy Week 
activities are available in your 
curriculum packets and on the church’s 
FPC Kids Facebook page. Watch for 
monthly study guides posted on the 
church’s website, the FPC Kids Facebook 
page and sent through email. These 
study guides follow along with our 
monthly theme and provide extra 
activities and questions to further the 
lessons as a family. 

Image by: bearsky 23 

PreK-
4th:  
Life of 
Moses 
& Holy 
Week 

Tweens 
have 
their 
own 
fun! 
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1 
Sabrina Donovan, Steve Elkins, Andy Peck,  
Lucas Webb 

2 
Sarah Gwinn, Michael Head, Beth Moscato,  
Will Shacklett 

4 Sarah Kam, Ellie Veazie 

5 
Kathy Clark, Elizabeth Jackson, Hendley Jackson,  
Mary Ellis Jackson, Glenn Lannom, Tracey Lannom 

6 Jim Daniel, Grayson Gritton, Ed Zelan 

7 Abby Lugos, Clay Pelot 

10 Lucy Baughman, David Parente,  
Michael Parente  

11 Preston Emore 

12 Johnnie Leonard  
14 Shelby Hunton, Teri Windham 

15 Casandra Ferrell  
16 Eric Howser, Kevin McNulty 

17 Leone Broadhead, Kristen Ralls,  
Carol White 

18 Sandra Kilgore, Ben Wilson 

19 Oliver Cowden, Rick Watson 
22 Gracie Brasch 

23 Katie Ratliff, Trey Willis, Tom Wolohon 

24 Travis Emore 

25 Tim Moore 

26 Amanda Paddon 
27 Baird Lane, Eric Swender 

28 Emma Claire Tisdal 

30 Margie Haines, Roenella Hornsby,  
Lauren Rudd 

31 Dot Daniel, Maria Gray, Farris Ralls,  
Alexx Wolohon 

 

Dale & Kay Boyd    March 1 
Andrew & Julia Cowden  March 17 
Joe and Ann Nunley    March 25 
Terry and Bobbie Pierce  March 25 
Jim and Rebecca Cross    March 30 
 

The Proclamation is a monthly newsletter of 
First Presbyterian Church  

210 N. Spring Street Murfreesboro, TN 37130 
www.mborofpc.org 

Have an announcement for April?  
Submit it to Charlotte at charlotte@mborofpc.org or  

call 893-3882 ext. 201 by Tuesday, March 16. 
 

HAPPY  
BIRTHDAY! 

to Murfreesboro in August 2020 after their daughter 
reminded her mother of her own advice. "I worked in 
administration at Mercy Medical Assisted Living (in 
Daphne, Ala.) for seventeen years. I saw that older 
people needed to move where their kids are" So here 
they are. 
     Jim and Lana are both from Poplar Bluff, Missouri, 
and met when they were sophomores in high school. 
They have been married for 55 years. Jim's job in the 
engineering construction industry saw them moving 
frequently across the country, but his last posting was in 
Daphne, Alabama, where they remained after he retired. 
They lived in Daphne from 1992 to 2020. 
     They now live in a new condominium off Salem 
Highway with their two small dogs ("They're mutts" said 
Jim.) They enjoy walking on the greenway; Lana enjoys 
cross-s 
\titching and crocheting, and Jim enjoys reading. They 
are also RV people. "We made a 4-month trip once, and 
we like to take small trips in the area and also to 
Arkansas and Missouri," said Lana. 
     The Covid-19 pandemic and shutdown did not deter 
the Lemons from finding a church home. They have been 
attending the scaled-down services since August and 
joined (via zoom) in January. They are looking forward 
to becoming involved in the church and community. 

WELCOME: MEET JIM 

& LANA LEMONS 
 

Jim and Lana Lemons moved 
to to 

http://www.mborofpc.org/
mailto:charlotte@mborofpc.org
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Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dr. John A. Hinkle, Jr.  
jhinkle@mborofpc.org 
Associate Pastor of Family 
Ministries 
Rev. Bobby Harding 
bobby@mborofpc.org 
Parish Associate 
Rev. Joyce Merritt 
joyce@mborofpc.org  
Music Director 
Jocelyn Fisher 
jfisher@mborofpc.org 
Director of Children’s 
Ministry 
Meredith Peck 
meredith@mborofpc.org 
Organist 
Valerie Rains 
vrains@comcast.net 
Preschool Director 
Karen Winford 
preschool@mborofpc.org 
Nursery Director 
Celeste Brown 
celestegeo98@gmail.com 
Administrative Assistant 
Charlotte Lynn 
charlotte@mborofpc.org 
Financial Secretary 
Pat Cox 
patcox@mborofpc.org  
PT Facilities Coordinator  
Joe Rich  
jrich@mborofpc.org 
Part Time Custodian 
James Harper 
jharper@mborofpc.org 
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